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Principal James Horne

President Edwin Hearn

CELEBRITY WORKOUT--While working out, members of Saints Intersession Lifetime Fitness Class, 
recognized visiting Texas A&M Heisman Trophy winner Johnny Manziel (center of photo), who was like-
wise working out along South Mission Beach. That’s Intersession class leader Mr. Brendan Johnston (’94) 
in red cap.  Manziel, a quarterback is expected to be a top selection in April’s National Football Draft.

IntersessIon 
Program 

resPonds to 
student Interest, 
ProvIdes unIque 
oPPortunItIes 

By Denis Grasska (’99)

Sandwiched between the first and second se-
mesters, a month-long term of study called 

intersession is enriching the educational expe-
rience at St. Augustine High School.
 More than 700 students – the entire stu-
dent body – participate in intersession by 
choosing one from among a list of elective 
courses, including sailing, cooking, marine bi-
ology, architecture and criminal justice, all of 
which are offered exclusively during interses-
sion. 
 Seniors have the option of either enroll-
ing in a class or taking advantage of the many 
internship opportunities also available. Work-
ing closely with its community partners, the 
school has been able to offer internships in the 
fields of finance, medicine, law and education, 
among others.
 Principal James Horne describes interses- 

WESTERN LEAGUE  
CHAMPIONSHIPS ROLL IN

Saints Soccer captured the 2014 Western 
League championship by besting La Jolla 

High 6-0.  The win marked the first league 
title in soccer since 2011.  
 Varsity Basketball will soon be hoisting 
a new Western League championship ban-
ner also representing the first time in the 
school’s history that a Saints team went un-
defeated in Western League play.

Playoff updates will be featured in Saints 
Scene next month.

navIanCe In a 
nutsHeLL

Why Is NavIaNce so 
ImportaNt?

Editor’s Note: Naviance is a college and ca-
reer readiness platform that helps connect aca-
demic achievement to post-secondary goals. 
Its comprehensive college and career planning 
solutions optimize student success, enhance 

road togetHer
coalItIoN catalyst for Boys 

educatIoNal INNovatIoN
By Edwin Hearn, President
St. Augustine High School

In mid-January, the In-
ternational Boys School 

Coalition (IBSC) held 
their annual Board of 
Trustees meeting at St. 
Augustine High School.  
Educators from around 
the world gathered to 
continue the develop-
ment of the Coalition 
and to confer about this 

year’s conference, Building Boys into Good 
Men, being held in June at Montgomery Bell 
Academy in Nashville, Tennessee.  
 To allow our weary visitors the opportunity 
to recover from their jet lag and to give them 
a unique view of our beautiful city, a harbor 
cruise was enjoyed the day before the meet-
ing.  Much thanks and appreciation to Peter 
and Dee Van Horne for hosting the occasion 
on their yacht, the magnificent 1-4-3. The 
gorgeous San Diego day gave our guests a 
breathtaking view of the harbor and the city.

senIorItIs: 
FInIsH WHat You 

started
dear pareNts aNd frIeNds,

Early symptoms of the 
disease--lethargy, lack 

of focus, difficulty mak-
ing decisions--often ap-
pear in the fall. By spring 
the average, healthy high 
school senior may have 
completely succumbed. 
Senioritis attacks high-
achieving, average and 
struggling students alike. 

 By this time in the school year, most of 
our seniors have turned in their applications 
and received their acceptance letters. Many of 
them, understandably, feel entitled to a little 
downtime. 
 However, as parents and guardians we 
are aware of the truth of things and may well 
be tempted to blurt out, “You can’t just coast, 



2

HeLen oF udIne: CeLebrated augustInIan seCuLar 
Edited by Fr. Bob Gavotto,

Saints Chaplain, O.S.A., (’55)

AUGUSTINIAN HERITAGE

Blessed Helen of Udine was one of several laymen and women who were members of the Augustinian Third 
Order, now known as Secular Augustinians.  They remind us, each in their own way, of the universal call to 

holiness that all have received in baptism.  They remind us also that the principles of Augustinian spirituality, as 
well as of other forms of spirituality, are applicable in many ways to lay people as well as to the religious, and 
have provided a sound path to spiritual growth to countless individuals over the centuries.   
 Helen Valentini was born in Udine, northern Italy, about the year 1396.  She married Antonio Cavalcanti 
around 1414 and bore him six children.  When Antonio died in 1441 of illness contracted during a diplomatic 
mission to Venice, Helen became an Augustinian Tertiary.  She was greatly influence by the Augustinian, Angelo 
of San Severino, to devote her life thereafter to the care of the needy, in works of mercy and in a life of penance.  
 Her commitment to prayer was nourished by a great love for the Gospel, devotion to the Passion of our Lord 
and love for the Eucharist.  Above all, she wished to live in imitation of Jesus Christ through a life of sacrifice 
and service to her neighbor.  Helen had a great love for the Order and was a constant visitor to the Augustinian 
Church of Saint Lucy, as well as one of its most generous benefactors.  
 During the last three years of her life she was confined to bed due to infirmity which she accepted with great 
patience and resignation.  She died on April 23, 1458 and was buried in the Church of Saint Lucy.  Since 1845 
her remains have been preserved in the Cathedral of Udine.  Blessed Pius IX confirmed her cult in 1848.
 Blessed Helen is one of several laywomen whose memory is celebrated by the Order.  She is, thus, a re-
minder that Augustinian spiritualty is not the exclusive possession of religious only.  Our Order has a long and 
rich tradition of lay men and women walking the same path of Augustinian inspired values professed by friars, 
nuns and sisters.  We are all called to holiness, and the Augustinian vocation is one proven way of reaching it 
regardless of one’s state of live.  
 Her feast day is April 23.

Prayer: O God, you sanctified Blessed Helen through the married state and the education of her children. 
Through her intercession, grant that those you have called to family life may direct their steps to the path of holi-
ness.  We ask this through Christ, our Lord.  Amen.

Illustration of Helen of Udine is by Janos 
Hajnal, a noted Hungarian-born artist 
and illustrator, who was considered one 
of the leading lights in modern glass 
art and engraved mosaics.  The original 
art is found in the office of Augustinian 
Postular of Causes, Rome.

Fees remInder From busIness oFFICe

Ann Balmin of the school’s business office wishes to remind parents of seniors and students 
taking Advanced Placement classes that the graduation fee and AP testing fee are charged to 

your Smart Tuition accounts in March.
“Parents making annual or quarterly tuition payments may have forgotten about these one-time 
fees,” she says. “We want to be certain they open any March correspondence from Smart Tuition 
and remit the appropriate amounts in order that late fees do not occur.”  
 If parents have any question concerning their account they can contact Ann at extension 5522 
or abalmin@sahs.org.

tuItIon grant aPs noW avaILabLe

Tuition assistance applications for the 2014-15 year are now available to parents and can ei-
ther be downloaded from the school’s website or picked up at the main office in Vasey Hall. 

Required forms are the Private School Aid Services (PSAS) student aid form and the St. Augustine 
Supplemental Form. The submission deadline for both is 
April 11. 
 According to Steve Chipp, Saints Director of Finance, 
over $1.8 million has been budgeted for 2014-15 needs-
based grants. “Comparison reports show our funding for 
tuition aid is significant for a school our size. However the 
combined demonstrated need of our families far surpasses 
these available funds,” he says. 
 “Any family wishing to be considered for a tuition dis-
count must submit new forms even if they received a grant 
for the current school year” Chipp states. He adds “Submit-
ting application forms by the April 11 deadline is crucial as 
awards are based on the information provided by parents. Late or incomplete submittals will delay 
processing which may reduce the potential value of a grant due to a reduced amount of funds 
available at the time an application is finalized.”
 The PSAS application requires the inclusion of certain documentation including a completed 
2013 IRS 1040. PSAS charges a $27 processing fee that must accompany the application. All PSAS 
forms and documentation are mailed directly to PSAS. The separate St. Augustine Supplemental 
Form is returned to the school.

seeKIng neW FamILY 
nIgHt voLunteers

Volunteers needed to help with the St. Au-
gustine New Family Night on Wednesday, 

March 26, 2014.
   Please click (or copy and paste) the follow-
ing link to access SignUp Genius and sign up 
for your desired time and task.
 h t t p : / / w w w . s i g n u p g e n i u s . c o m /
go/60B0D4DAFAC238-staugusting
 Contact Rose Whalen  (rawhalen@aol.
com) with any questions.  
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Continued on page 15

Louis Molina (’15)

St. AuguStine HigH ScHool

THE SAINTS PLAYERS 
PRESENT A SAINT FOR 

ALL SEASONS IN MARCH 

This March, Saints Drama will bring famed 
playwright Robert Bolt’s classic story of St. 

Thomas More to the stage. A Man For All Sea-
sons is the inspiring story of Sir Thomas More, 
one of the most respected attorneys of the 16th 
Century throughout Europe, who was King 
Henry VIII’s Chancellor. 
 He opposed the Henry’s divorce of Cath-
erine of Aragon and remarriage to Anne 
Boleyn, refusing to swear to the Act of Succes-
sion and the Oath of Supremacy, for which 
he was charged with treason. He was tried on 
trumped up charges, but it was perjury that fi-
nally condemned him to die a martyr’s death 
in 1538. 

Meeting of the Minds: 
Saints Faculty and Google  

Discuss Apps for Collaboration and Critical Thinking
By Todd Igelman

 

Last month school faculty as part of a regular scheduled Professional Development Day focused 
on technology integration and curriculum development.

The Professional Growth Day started with guest speaker Lainie Rowell. Mrs. Rowell is an indepen-
dent technology and education consultant. 
 Mrs. Rowell’s spent most of the day with Saints instructors focusing on Google Apps for Com-
munication, Collaboration, Critical Thinking and Creativity. She assisted our faculty with Google 
advanced searches for information literacy, Google docs and iPad tips that can be used with the 
addition of the schools two new iPad carts.
 She works closely with classroom teachers, principals and district administrators guiding edu-
cators to find innovative ways to integrate technology to improve teaching and learning. Mrs. Row-
ell’s client list ranges from Fortune 100 companies like Google to school districts and independent 
schools. 
 She is also a part of Alan November’s November Learning team and a presenter at local, 
regional and international conferences including TEDx Manhattan Beach, Building Learning Com-
munities (BLC), Macworld, ISTE and the CUE conference. 
 In 2010, she became the Program Coordinator for Leading Edge Certification, a national 
certification program in educational technology and curriculum innovation created by an Alliance 
of nonprofits, universities and educational agencies. She has also been recognized as Teacher of 
the Year and was featured in OC Family Magazine as one of 10 Teachers Making a Difference. In 
2011, she was elected to Computer-Using Educators’ Board of Directors. 
 The professional development day concluded with teacher presentations. Saints teachers dis-
cussed and shared best practices currently being utilized in their classrooms. Saints teacher pre-
senters included Mr. Kevin Manley, Mr. Eric Dent, Mr. Paul Sipper, Mr. Brendan Johnston, Mr. 
Brandon Jagow, Mrs. Marie-Line Allen and Mr. Todd Igelman.

Junior Louis Molina was 
the subject of a recent 

UT-San Diego article 
when the Saintsman or-
ganized a charitable golf 
tournament that raised 
$4000 for the Wounded 
Warrior Project.

Saints Golfer’s Charity Tourney Nets $4000

Henry VIII re-enactor at Hampton Court  castle/
museum outside of London, April 2013

 Louis plans to organize more of these kinds 
of events before he graduates from high school. 
He also participates in Pro Kids/The First Tee, 
a San Diego program that combines golf in-
struction with life skills to underserved youths, 
teaching them the game on the green along 
with skills like communication, conflict resolu-
tion, discipline, honesty, integrity, and accept-

ing cultural differences. 
 He’s played on his school’s varsity golf 
team for the past two years, and volunteers with 
Pro Kids as well as with golf summer day camps 
for younger children.
 For the entire article go to: www.utsandi-
ego.com/news/2014/jan/23/tp-junior-raises-
funds-with-golf/
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YES, SURFING IS A WINTER SPORT

Resisting temptation to tease East Coast based readers, who have 
had very cold winter to date, we point out in the mellow climes of 
San Diego, surfing is a local high school sport—during winter.  

 Also, surfing is one of the few co-ed athletic team sports in town.  
Saints Scene photographer Bill Hill captured these images of recent 

meets against teams from Granite Hills (51-44 Saints win) and La Jolla 
Country Day (47-47 tie).  
 Coached by Saints Alum Jim Shaw, the Surf team made up of Saints 
and OLP surfers competed in waves off of Oceanside and La Jolla 
Shores.

Go to page 12 for more photos.

Megan Orestano

Piper Evans
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Coming	  to	  St.	  Augustine	  High	  School	  

March	  11,	  2014	  6:30	  pm	  
 

WHAT IS THE START SMART PROGRAM*? 
Education class which targets new and future licensed teenage drivers 

between the age of 15 - 19 and their parents/guardians 

	  

DID	  YOU	  KNOW	  ?	  

• Teen	  drivers	  are	  found	  at	  fault	  in	  66%	  of	  ALL	  
FATAL	  collisions	  that	  they	  are	  involved	  in,	  although	  
they	  only	  represent	  4%	  of	  the	  state's	  licensed	  
drivers.	  

• The	  leading	  cause	  of	  DEATH	  for	  Americans	  15	  -‐	  20	  
years	  old	  is	  motor	  vehicle	  collisions.	  

	  

 

 

*It will be a requirement that all Seniors applying for a parking permit at St. Augustine High 
School enroll in the Start Smart Program 

6
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35 Years oF 
CeLebratIng 

grandParents 
By Anna Lee Fleming 

More than 425 grand dads and grand 
moms attended the school’s 35th Grand-

parents Day celebration held on campus early 
last month. Starting at 10:45 am on Feb. 7, 
a pre-Mass reception took place at Keane 
Plaza, where students welcomed grandpar-
ents, parents and guests to campus.  At that 
time Saintsmen presented a rose to all arriving 
grandmothers.
 After light refreshments, students accom-
panied grandparents on a campus tour, which 
ended at 11:30 am, when everyone entered 
Dougherty Gym for Mass officiated by Fr. Gary 
Sanders, O.S.A., (’67). 
 Grandparents Day is an important event 
for the school because all family members of 
students, including alumni contribute to the 
Saints community, said Principal James Horne. 
“Grandparents play an integral part in the lives 
of young men; they are role models, wise con-
fidants, and prayer warriors,” he continued. 
With such a large turn out of family members 
and alumni, the Saints community continues to 
grow every year with special events like Grand-
parents Day. These celebrations are important 
reminders that our relationship with God and 
family keeps Saints unique, students mentally 
strong, and the community vibrant. 
 Thanks to event coordinators Karene 
Evenson, administrative assistant, and Chris 
and Kathy Connors, parent volunteers, the 
event ran smoothly from start to finish. “They 
do a fantastic job, and assembled a volunteer 
force of about 20-25 parent volunteers who 
are critical to making the day a success,” said 
Principle James Horne.
 Beckie Garcia, school Administrative Sup-
port Assistant, comments that, “once Mass was 
over, students and their Grandparents were 
able to leave and enjoy an off-campus lunch 
together to finish off the day.” 
 Another aspect that contributes to the suc-
cess of Grandparents Day is the fact so many 
returning alumni join in to celebration, adds 
Mr. Horne: “It’s a truly unique experience. With 
our 92 years of history, many of the Grand-
fathers in attendance were also Saintsmen.” 
Both students and staff are able to bring their 
families to the event, which is another unique 
aspect that sets St. Augustine apart from other 
high schools.  “Faculty that have current 
sons attending Saints, usually have their fami-
lies come and participate as well. This year that 
included the Dent family, the Bernens family 
and the Haupt family,” says Mr. Horne.
 Felix Sablan, grandfather to Saintsman 
Rider Cole Herman points out, “I feel it is im-
portant and responsible for me to be familiar 
with the campus, curriculum, and the overall 
environment my grandson is exposed to. I feel 
it is a beautiful place that is conducive to good 
education.” 

 Carmen Rafferty Howlett, grandmother to 
Michael Rafferty, enjoyed her first Grandpar-
ents Day at Saints. “I have been to Grandpar-
ents Day at OLP for 6 years, but this is my first 
time at Saints. It’s exciting...so different...it’s all 
boys!” 

Anna Lee Fleming is a recent graduate of San 
Diego State University and is a 2007 alumna 

of Academy of Our Lady of Peace.

Photography by Bennet Poisset (’16)

Saintsman Luis Peraza enjoys the coffee and cake social with his grandmother during the 35th annual 
Grandparents Day held on campus.

Saintsman Dominic Rymer shares a moment with 
his grandmother as all Saintsmen offer blessings 
to their grandparents during the special Grand-
parents Day Mass held last month.

Grandparents play 
an integral part in 
the lives of young 

men; they are 
role models, wise 
confidants, and 
prayer warriors.
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navIanCe In a nutsHeLL
Continued from page 1 

school counselor productivity, and track results 
for school and district administrators.

The Naviance computer site is crucial to the 
Saint’s guidance curriculum. Just as any 

academic department has a curriculum, so 
does the counseling department. Each year 
the counselors endeavor to help students ac-
cording to their developmental needs, get the 
most information appropriate to their grade 
level. This information helps them and their 
families make good decisions for the future as 
they progress through Saints.
 Freshman are first introduced to Naviance 
through their Speech class during Intersession. 
A team of counselors works with each individ-
ual Speech class and teacher to help students 
create their accounts. Students also add their 
parents to the system, and are given a tour of 
the site. As part of the Speech class, they are 
instructed to take the Learning Styles Inventory, 
and print out the results. These results guide 
students as to their best approach to studying. 
Most freshman also do a career or college 
report based on research done from the Na-
viance site.
 Sophomores are reintroduced to Na-
viance second semester through Homeroom 
and Sophomore English classes. Dr. Rey, Ms. 
Caine, and Ms. Mekrut work with Homeroom 
classes in the library to focus more on career 
research through the Do What You Are inven-
tory, from which students learn more about 
their career interest. From these results they 
can follow up through Cluster Finder, and the 
Department of Labor Information page to see 
such things as related college majors and sala-
ries. Resumes are also begun in Naviance, and 
completed through English classes.
 The counselors who focus more on the col-
lege and major research aspects of Naviance 
further train juniors in homerooms during first 
semester. The college research features are 
stressed, as well as scholarship and summer 
program awareness The Career Interest Pro-
filer is assigned so students continue in their 
major and career search. At the very begin-
ning of the second semester, all Juniors are 
assigned the task of taking the Junior Survey 
and listing some prospective colleges in their 
Naviance account. Parents are asked to take 
the Parent Survey at this time as well. 
 These surveys greatly assist Ms. Caine as 
she conducts the individual family meetings. 
Juniors and their parents are also able to see 
their SAT/ACT/PSAT/PLAN scores as well as 
grades. The scatter gram function helps ju-
niors compare themselves to other Saintsmen 
in terms of admission to many colleges, thus 
helping with decision making and applications 
selection.
 Seniors and their parents need to “speak” 
Naviance very well by Senior year. By then 
prospective colleges have been moved over to 
Colleges I AM Applying To. From this page Se-
niors request their letters of recommendation 

from teachers and counselors. This is where 
they also request their transcripts be sent to 
colleges and the NCAA. 
 Naviance is linked to the Common Ap-
plication, which is the main way students are 
able to apply to over 400 private colleges and 
universities. Many scholarships are advertised 
on this site, and counselors are able to send 
group e-mails to parents and students with 
important information. Counselors and teach-
ers use Naviance to send their evaluations and 
recommendations to the colleges. Students 
are able to track their recommendations and 
transcripts through the program.  It is in Na-
viance that students report their acceptances 
and scholarships.
  This program is confidential to the student, 
their family, and the counseling department. 
No colleges or other agencies are able to ac-
cess student information. Saints has invested in 
the Naviance program to assist students in cre-
ating a more informed and organized future 
for themselves. The counseling department 
sees it as an integral part of keeping students 
and parents informed, as part of the Guidance 
Curriculum. If a family or student needs as-
sistance with their account, Dr. Rey is the Na-
viance site administrator. E mail him at jrey@
sahs.org

road togetHer
Continued from page 1 

 At the time of its formation in 1995, many 
all boys’ schools were closing or becoming 
co-educational institutions.  Recognizing the 
powerful advantages inherent in schools which 
only educate boys, a group of educators from 
the East Coast, Canada and the UK founded 
the IBSC to strengthen and encourage all-boys 
schools.  From its modest beginning, the IBSC 
has grown to more than 300 member schools 
in 12 countries and is now at the forefront of 
boys’ education.  The mission: meeting the ed-
ucational and developmental needs of young 
men, is clearly a winning formula for boys.  
 Saints joined the IBSC in 1999, and short-
ly thereafter, Nancy Caine, Saints Director of 
College Counseling, became a member of the 
IBSC Board of Trustees, where she faithfully 
served the cause of Catholic all boys’ educa-
tion for eight years, helping Saints’ educators 

move from an instinctive approach to boys 
education to one based on current research. 
 Despite the growing footprint the organi-
zation has gained around the world, very few 
West Coast schools were part of this growing 
group of all-boys education specialists.  Saints 
was the only Southern California member 
school until 2010.  
 To encourage greater membership, es-
pecially among Catholic boys’ schools, ten 
Catholic all-boys schools were invited to a 
meeting held in Los Angeles to inform poten-
tial members about the IBSC and encourage 
them to join.  IBSC Trustees also attended the 
meeting.  A constructive reaction resulted from 
the meeting with the participants deciding to 
meet again in the spring to move forward as a 
group rather than each school trying to figure 
it out individually.  All agreed that an orga-
nization focusing directly on the education of 
boys was a valuable endeavor.   Additionally, 
many plan to send faculty to the June confer-
ence in Nashville.
 Saints 5th Intersession concluded at the 
end of January.  Each year, the variety and 
breadth of the classes offered provides unique 
life-skills learning for young men. The cur-
riculum is hands-on, project-orientated and 
experiential.  This year’s offerings included ar-
chitecture and engineering classes, computer 
apps and a film class, as well as a variety of 
internship experiences. The young men were 
engaged in problem solving, learning through 
their experiences and exploring their futures.  
 While these classes and ideas are unique 
to Saints, inspiration comes from Saints faculty 
and administrators attending the annual IBSC 
conferences over the past 15 years.  Their in-
teraction with some of the finest and innovative 
educators in the world allows Saints to evolve 
and grow to better serve our young men.

ALL ABOARD– From lower left counterclock-
wise to bottom right:Chris Maxey, headmaster 
of Island School; Pam Maxey; Nancy Caine, 
Saints Director of College Counseling; Minna 
Shulman [behind Nancy]; Steve Murray [behind 
Minna]; Mrs. Steve Murray;  Mrs. Diana Hearn: 
Saints President Ed Hearn; Ian Lambert; Tony 
Little; Garth Wynne [top of picture]; Arch Smith; 
Mrs. Gay Smith; Sam Simmons; Mrs. Minna 
Gioia; Brad Gioia; Tom Batty; Mrs. Linda Ken-
nard; John Kennard; Mrs. Greg Wain and Greg 
Wain.
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IntersessIon Program
Continued from page 1 

sion as “a fantastic enrichment of the college-
prep program we’ve been known to offer.” He 
explained that a solid academic program, one 
that provides everything necessary to prepare 
students for college, still “leaves out a grand 
portion of what’s wonderful about learning.” 
And intersession is intended to fill that gap.
 The types of courses and internships of-
fered during intersession are generally the 
result of students’ recommendations, he said, 
and give students the opportunity to learn 
about the things that interest them.
 During this year’s intersession, which be-
gan Jan. 6 and concluded Jan. 31, some 26 
electives and 160 internships were available. 
Freshmen were required to complete a course 
offered on campus; sophomores and juniors 
were able to avail themselves of courses held 
at off-campus locations, such as the Mission 
Bay Aquatic Center and the Sorrento Valley 
Racquetball & Fitness Center; and the majority 
of seniors opted for an internship.
 For on-campus classes, the school day ran 
from 7:45 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
 On Jan. 30, the evening before the close 
of intersession, the school held its annual In-
tersession Expo. Students, parents, community 
partners and internship providers all attended 
the event, which showcases the diverse oppor-
tunities offered during intersession. 
 “I like the ability to choose what you want 
to study and focus on that subject for an entire 
month,” said Brendan McNamara, a senior, 
who spent this year’s intersession as an intern 

at the San Diego Zoo.
 McNamara, who plans to study biology in 
college, assisted zoologists in observing ani-
mals and collecting and interpreting data. He 
was also able to “go behind the scenes” at the 
San Diego Zoo Safari Park to learn about its 
cheetah breeding program.
 Over the span of four intersession periods, 
McNamara said he has learned “a wide va-
riety of skills in a range of topics,” including 
speech, engineering and architecture.
 “The intersession program gives Saints a 
value that no other school has,” said Pablo 
Ortega Flores, also a senior, who just com-
pleted a month-long internship with TargetSo-
lutions, an organization that provides online 
training and records management. 
 During his first two years at Saints, Flores 
took speech and film production classes during 
intersession. In his junior year, he participated 
in a service trip to Italy, where he assisted in 
the refurbishing of an Augustinian monastery 
and visited several Italian cities.
 “I have been able to visit and learn about 
new cultures, and I have learned about work-
ing in a corporation – something that might 
not have happened until after college,” Flores 
said. “The intersession experience enables us 
to acquire a unique and important experi-
ence.”
 Plans for the Saints intersession program 
arose during a time when the school was look-
ing for a way to continue offering physical edu-
cation classes even as an increasing number of 
advanced-placement courses and other aca-
demic offerings jockeyed for inclusion in the 
regular semester schedule.
Through the creation of a new term of study, 

Horne said, the school was not only able to 
preserve the physical education program but 
also to provide alternatives to “the typical P.E. 
class” as well as “a lot of different things … 
[that] a traditional curriculum doesn’t address.”
 Citing an engineering class and another 
course titled “Careers in Sports” as examples, 
he said, “These are things that aren’t usually 
offered at a high school, but we found that our 
kids have great interest in learning about those 
topics.”
 To accommodate the new term of study, 
the beginning of the academic year was 
pushed back to the third week of August so 
that the first semester could be concluded be-
fore Christmas break. The academic year ends 
during the first week of June.
 While the rest of the school’s curriculum 
readies Saints students for the university level, 
Horne said, intersession is even more forward-
looking.   
 “This intersession,” he said, “is designed 
to help prepare [students] for life choices be-
yond college – learning things about the work 
environment, about teamwork, about collabo-
ration with others, and then of course, some 
experience with specific industries.”
 “I see it really kind of being a springboard 
for our kids into what’s next in their lives,” he 
said. “I think we’re seeing it creating connec-
tions between our students and future employ-
ers.”

Reprinted with permission of The Southern 
Cross newspaper. Article by school alum and 
Southern Cross staff member Denis Grasska 
was first published on Feb. 18, 2014

Thomas Yourg, aquatics Alec Cruz, physical therapy class Saintsman in sailing/aquatics class
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Kevin Burnham, Education class

David Glazner, architecture class

Mitch Cohen, Dom Galiano, engineering Jack Downey, Aeronautics class

 John Joe Bacino, dentistry class

Jack Hofbauer, Active Ride Shop

Josh Davis, Zoo internship



11

Fr. Gary Sanders, O.S.A., (’67)

Fr. Sanders leads an Intersession Mass on San Diego’s beautiful Mission Bay Park (in January!)

Sam Van Horne, engineering Bennett Poisset, engineering

Racquetball class action

Nick Camarata, physical therapy

Sean Kiernan with architecture instructor Tyler Tanaka, accounting intern
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Megan Orestano

The team at Oceanside Pier

 Tommy Varela

Coach Jim Shaw

Ryan Engelbrecht

Tommy Varela

Julia Zarella

YES, SURFING IS A WINTER SPORT

12

Continued from page 4



Grant Gainor

Sam Varela

Sam Varela

Pablo Ortega (seal name unknown)

Pablo Oretga

Megan Orestano

Pablo Oretga

13
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St. Augustine High School’s

Austin Parents Association Presents

DrawDown 2013-2014  for 

*One Year’s Tuition- or -$10,000!

Winner need not be present at drawing

$100 per Ticket
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St. Augustine High School • 3266 Nutmeg Street • San Diego, CA 92104 (619) 282-2184 • sahs.org

Dear Parents, Alumni and Friends –

The Austin Parent Association proudly announces the 2013-14 DrawDown!!
This year’s DrawDown fundraiser will mark its 36th year at Saints and we have some
exciting news!  One lucky winner will have the choice of Paid Tuition for 2014-15 or $10,000 in cash.
The winner will be selected at this year’s Big One - our very own “Saints Roman Holiday”
on April 12, 2014!!

Without your support, the APA would not be able to support the many programs and events we do 
each year.  Your purchase will help provide funding to help not only our boys; but the school as well.  

Our DrawDown is first come, first served, so pick a number between 1 - 500 and submit the form 
below.  We will make every attempt to honor your request and cannot guarantee availability of 
your selection.  Don’t be left out!  Your purchase of one, (or more), tickets for $100.00 will give you 
an opportunity to win $10,000 or next year’s tuition.  Draw Down tickets will also be available for 
purchase at many school functions!   Look for them at Sporting Events, Grandparents Day and Gift 
Gathering Parties.

Please send, fax or email your number(s) with your check or credit card information to:

St. Augustine High School
Attention: Sofia Samouris – Draw Down Chairperson
3266 Nutmeg Street, San Diego, CA  92104

Fax: (888) 294-0904       Email: ssamouris@cox.net

If you have any questions, please contact Sofia Samouris at ssamouris@cox.net or 619.518-4537 or 
Casey Callery at 619.764-5541 or ccallery@sahs.org.
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Detach Here

Number(s) _________________________________ How Many Tickets Total ______ Check# _______

If your number is not available, we will choose one for you.

Name: ___________________________________________ Phone#: ______________________________

Email Address: ______________________________________________________________________

Address: _________________________________________ City/State/Zip: _________________________

Check or C/C in the Amount of: $ __________ made payable to: Austin Parents Association (APA)

Credit Card # (Visa, M/C, AMEX):___________________________________________________________

Signature: __________________________________________________________________________

Expiration Date: _________________________________________Security #____________________

We will return your DrawDown ticket stub by mail.



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Publisher: Edwin J. Hearn, Jr. Saints President 
Editor-in-Chief: James Horne, Saints Principal 
Senior Advisor:  Fr. Gary Sanders, O.S.A. (’67), O.S.A. 
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Senior Editor: Steve Chipp (’68), Finance & Facilities 
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saINts sceNe

Your Award-Winning* monthly 
report on the St. Augustine 

High School Experience

*Awards: Saint Scene has been voted by the San Diego Press 
Club as the Best Community Newsletter by an Organization, 
2011.  Second Place in 2006 and Third Place 2012.

Mission of St. Augustine High School – Our mission is to provide a Catholic liberal arts education for young men in an environment that promotes the development of mind, 
heart and body in the Augustinian tradition. By helping to form loving disciples of Jesus Christ we communicate to the world the gospel values of community, truth and love.
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tHe saInts PLaYers 
Continued from page 3

 More was canonized 400 years later, and 
Pope John Paul declared him Patron Saint of 
political leaders. He is also patron of attor-
neys, civil servants, and court clerks. 
 Being an inspiring Catholic story, the play 
also showcases some of finest writing in 20th 
Century theatre. “We are excited to bring this 
classic to the Saints community,” says Joseph 
Bernans, Saints Drama Director. 
 The cast features Sean Hicke (‘14) in the 
lead role of St. Thomas More. Juniors Eammon 

Garland and Tanner Safir return to the Saints 
stage in the roles of Common Man and King 
Henry VIII. OLP Seniors Cassie Van Horn (Alice 
More), Dominique Ochoa (Margaret More), 
and Lily Van Horn (Woman) donate their tal-
ents for one last performance before gradua-
tion. Newcomer Jack Allard (‘16) debuts in the 
role of Cardinal Wolsey. The remainder of our 
cast is made up of freshmen: Troy Levy debuts 
on the Saints stage as Norfolk, and Connor 
Martin and Jonathan Garcia make their debut 
performance as Will Roper and Archbishop 
Cranmer, respectively. 
 Returning to the Saints stage are Jake 
Maybo as Chapuys, Thomas Parashos as Rich-
ard Rich, and Christopher Bernens as Crom-
well. With just under half of our cast freshmen, 
and 50 percent of those newcomers to the 
Saints stage, Saints Drama is in a very healthy 
place as we move into the future. 
 God is providing our program with tal-
ented young actors to grace our stage. All 
these students are growing in their craft as we 
rehearse. We are also very fortunate to be re-
turning to the OLP stage. 
 Please come and support these hardwork-
ing and talented young ladies and men as 
perform this fine play celebrating this Catholic 
hero on March 12, 13, 15 at 7 pm and March 
16 at 2 pm. Tickets may be purchased on 
Showtix4U.com or visiting the Saints Website. 

Sidelight: In real life, dramatist Robert Bolt 
faced early in his career a moral dilemma, 
which forced him to choose between maintain-
ing a political principal or abandon it for fame 
and riches.
 For Bolt’s answer view the following 
link: http://www.oxforddnb.com/view/print-
able/59804

Sir Thomas More by Hans Holbein, the Younger, 
1527

senIorItIs 
Continued from page 1

and you’re not entitled to a year-long break.”
 Over the past few years, high schools and 
colleges have begun experimenting with ways 
to keep students more engaged during the pe-
riod between homecoming weekend and the 
senior prom. At Saints, one of those efforts 
includes offering internships that keep seniors 
motivated by allowing them to explore their 
passions, while continuing with their learning. 
 Our internships offer students a sneak 
preview of the “work world” and are a tremen-
dous educational experience that prepares 
them for what’s coming next in their lives.  
 As students fall victim to this lull between 
high school and college we must teach them 
the importance of finishing what they’ve start-
ed.  It is what will distinguish them from others 
in college, in the work world, as husbands and 
as fathers.  It is a distinguishing characteristic 
of Saintsmen.

Yours in the Spirit of Catholic Education,
 

James Horne
Principal


