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Saints to CIF Finals for 5th Year in a Row

AugustiniAn
the

The St. Augustine football team fin-
ished an excellent season last Friday night. 
The team went 10-3 overall on the year and 
had several hard fought and memorable 
victories. While the Saints fell just short of 

Nothing Odd About Slevcove's First Play

Captains Andrew Alves, Tariq Thompson, Rodney Thompson, and Kaori McGowan enter the field before CIF championship.

 This year has seen the arrival 
of eight new faculty members to the Saints 
staff, among them the new drama director, 
Mr. Joe Slevcove. He has shown great en-
thusiasm in further developing the drama 
department and technical theater program. 
He debuted as the Saints director with the 
classic Neil Simon play The Odd Couple.

“Just like any new director, I’ve come 
with my new style and approach to both di-
recting and acting,” he said. “I am excited 
especially for the last phase of Saints [con-
struction]. With the new performing arts 
center, a project for which we will have 
input in the design, the sky’s the limit. It 
will allow us to go deeper into professional 
quality theater as well as to really train 
people in all the backstage theater techni-
cal aspects.”   

The Odd Couple, which celebrates its 
50th anniversary this year, was shown at 
the OLP theatre. The play starred senior 
Jacob Maybo as Felix Ungar, a neurotic, 
neat freak journalist, who is thrown out by 
his wife, and moves in with his friend Os-
car Madison, a divorced, slovenly sports-
writer who was played by sophomore Liam 
Brucker Casey. Despite Oscar's problems 
– careless spending, excessive gambling, a 
poorly kept house filled with spoiled food 

a CIF championship, the team was able to 
make a fifth consecutive finals appearance, 
which in itself is a remarkable feat.

The Saints road to the championship 
began with a victory over the Point Loma 
Pointers after a first round bye. Rodney 
Thompson and JR Justice led the air as-
sault on Point Loma in the 45-7 win. 

Thompson had 4 passing touchdowns to go 
along with 167 passing yards, and Justice 
led all receivers with 110 receiving yards 
and caught all four of Thompson’s touch-
down passes.

The next challenge came from an ag-
gressive La Costa Canyon squad in the 
semi-finals. LCC came out of the gate 

SEE Drama, pg. 8

strong, and despite trailing the Saints 7-0 
early, the Mavericks were able to jump out 
to a 17-7 lead in the second quarter. The 
Mavericks looked to pull off an upset, but 
the Saints wouldn’t have it. 

With one second remaining in the first 
half junior Brendan Silvia plunged into 
the endzone to cut the deficit to 17-14. 
The second half was all Saints. A beauti-
ful 30 yard toss from Thompson to Noah 
DiNapoli made the score 21-17, and junior 
Andrew Alves’s 43 yard touchdown recep-
tion made it 28-17 and put the game away. 
The Saints defense made several big plays 
on the final few drives, most notably Isaac 
Taylor-Stuart’s big hit on a Maverick re-
ceiver on 4th down to ice the victory.

The championship game was a hard 
fought battle between the Saints and Madi-
son Warhawks. Despite their best efforts 
on the field, the Saints couldn’t stop the 
gritty Warkhawk squad’s comeback efforts 
in the 35-31 defeat. The Saints were able 
to take a 31-7 lead into halftime, but the 
momentum shifted to the Warhawks in the 
second half and they ultimately were able 
to bring home the title. 

Even though they suffered a heart-
breaking defeat, the Saints can hold their 
heads high as they gave their 100% ef-
fort and left it all on the field. They had a 
fantastic season and have no reason to be 
ashamed. 

“This season was special because a 
brotherhood was formed as the season 
went on and we were playing for each 
other instead of as individuals,” Rodney 
Thompson said. Senior running back Dar-
rel Broussard also thought the season was 
a success. 

“For me, personally, it was a special 

By Joseph Mikolaycik ('17)
SPORTS WRITER

By Dario Gutierrez ('17)
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– he seems to enjoy life. 
Felix, however, is utterly incapable of 

enjoying anything and only finds purpose 
in pointing out his own and others’ mis-
takes and foibles. Even when he tries to 
do so in a gentle and constructive way, his 
corrections and suggestions infuriate those 
around him. Oscar, frustrated by Felix’s 
prim and proper perfectionism, is pushed to 

the breaking point after Felix commits one 
too many transgressions.

“It was an excellent play. Everyone was 
really proud of our leads, Jake and Liam. 
We like that although Mr. Slevcove is our 
director, he is open to suggestions and gives 
the actors the liberty to do what they feel 
best fits the scene,” senior Tom Parashos 
said. 

“I pushed the actors to be the best of 
their character and they did not disappoint 
which makes me very proud,” Mr. Slevcove 
said. “I was very pleased on how our cast 
and crew worked together. I felt that we 
connected very well, which was evident by 
all of our quality work.” 

The cast was very thankful to the crew, 

Photo courtesy of Stephanie MouraSaintsmen acting for The Odd Couple.
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Saints Basketball Gets Underway

Photo Courtesy of Saints Basketball

As winter rolls around and the Saints 
campus begins to get a little more chilly, 
die-hard Saints sports fans make their 
way from the gridiron to the court as the 
Saints Basketball team begins its season. 
Winning basketball has been a long held 
tradition at St. Augustine, especially 
since head coach Mike Haupt arrived in 
1996. 

This upcoming year is his 21st sea-

son as head coach, and he boasts an incred-
ible record of 410 wins to only 192 losses. 

When asked about his thoughts on the 
current season, Coach Haupt said, “Once 
again we have a veteran team that is rich 
with talent.  We have a schedule that will 
challenge the boys and prepare them for 
the tough Western League and the play-
offs.  I am excited about our possibilities 
and love working with this group of young 
men.  

Otto Taylor, Josue Lara, JT Cox, Jack 
Peterson, Tariq Thompson, and Taeshon 
Cherry are all returners who have a lot of 

experience.  One of our greatest strengths 
is how unselfish our guys are.  We are go-
ing to be fun to watch.”

Last season ended in disappointment, 
as the team was knocked out of the open 
division playoffs by archrival Cathedral. 
However, there is much reason for opti-
mism this season. The first reason is that 
this team boasts exceptional chemistry. 
This stems from a rigorous offseason train-
ing program, which included weightlifting 
and short after school practices mostly fo-
cused on the fundamentals of the sport. 

“We had a great offseason,” said star 

junior center Taeshon Cherry. “The lifts 
and after school workouts went great and it 
brought us closer as a team. This led us to 
have more chemistry than we used to, and 
it’s translated to the court so far.”

This year’s team also features an inter-
esting mix of talent, both young and old. 
The roster includes 6 seniors, 3 juniors, 
a sophomore, and most notably, 3 fresh-
men.  

The team features some outstanding 
young talent, including wings Chibuzo 
Agbo and Luke Haupt, and point guard 
Kimo Ferrari. Even so, this young talent is 
in good hands under the guidance of the 6 
seniors who have played in Coach Haupt’s 
program for 4 years. Four of the starters on 
the team are seniors and all five starters are 
upper classmen. 

“We have an odd mix of seniors and 
young talent this year. All in all, we are 
such a skilled team that should go very far 
in the playoffs this year,” senior wing JT 
Cox said.

The Saints team has started their sea-
son strongly in tournament play. Their 
first 5 games have been against opponents 
north of San Diego County. In their first 
match, they defeated Valley View High 
School by a score of 74-49. Next, they beat 
Woodbridge, 90-55. Their third game was 
against Notre Dame (Sherman Oaks), and 
they won, 75-45. They won their fourth 
match against San Joaquin Memorial, 77-
46, but finished the tournament with an 86-
62 loss against Mater Dei High School in 
Orange County.

As we’ve seen already in the season, 
this year’s basketball team has an incred-
ible amount of talent and potential. How-
ever, with all this young talent and a roster 
with so many new players, occasional road 
bumps are to be expected on the way to a 
successful season.

Teachers Have Lives: All Bayer Self

Ms. Bayer in the Christmas spirit. Max Rodriguez ('17)

This is the first in a series of ar-
ticles called Teachers Have Lives, where we 
dispel the myth that teachers are robots who 
wake up in the morning in their dress clothes 
and go to school to function as teaching ma-
chines, and who do not live interesting lives 
beyond the walls of Saints. 

Our first subject is Miss Estrella Bayer. 
You may know her as the Secretary of Stu-
dent Services. But did you know that she is 
an aspiring architect, artist, and an avid trav-
eler who speaks multiple languages?

Miss Bayer was born in the Philippines 
and stayed there throughout her childhood 
along with her numerous siblings. After her 
father passed away and martial law took 
effect, she and her mother left the country. 
Fortunately, her mother held Spanish citi-
zenship, and so off to Spain she went.

“I love Spain, because that is where I 
started to mature and see how one has to be, 
to know how to survive,” Miss Bayer said. 

While living in Spain, Miss Bayer trav-
eled throughout Europe, especially to Ger-
many—she fell in love with the country.

“When I was living in Spain, I used to 
go to Germany a lot. I love Germany a lot, 
I love Germany like you cannot imagine.” 

As a result of her cultured upbringing 
and travels, she speaks four languages: Ger-
man, Spanish, Tagalog, and of course, Eng-
lish.

Miss Bayer also earned her degree in 
Spain.

“I finished in the Philippines and then 
went to The University of Madrid to study 
industrial science.” 

While the life she has led has made her 
a robust traveler, Miss Bayer also has the 
creative hunger of a great artist. As a young 
adult, Estrella Bayer had dreams to work in 

a field related to architectural design 
“I always wanted to be in the field of arts; 

architecture, industrial designing, it could nev-
er happen. It was hard financially.” 

Although Miss Bayer never made a career 
out of her artistic abilities, she paints in her free 
time, yet longs for the hobby to become some-
thing more.

 “I wish to know South America, or the in-
ner parts of Mexico,” she said. “To live in a vil-
lage-like place where I could study the people 

and the place, and start to paint. I believe when 
you think and anticipate, and you are positive, 
someday it could be true.”

Still, she has found ways to bring her art to 
Saints, using the art show as one outlet to do 
so. This year, she displayed a praised painting 
of the school, among other works. 

Miss Bayer worked at the Red Cross for 
several months, and even desired to be a social 
worker for the poor, but in 1992 she sought a 
new occupation. 

“I started to look for a job, and I saw an ar-
ticle in the bulletin of St. Rose of Lima,” Miss 
Bayer said. “Saints was there, and I came with 
a bulletin.”

Since then, Miss Bayer has been an in-
valuable faculty member at St. Augustine. So 
next time you stop by Student Services to ask 
a question or get a late slip, say good morning 
and maybe have a chat with her, because she 
has many stories to tell, and much wisdom to 
bestow.

By Liam Brucker-Casey ('19)
EDITOR

By Daniel Wehbe ('17)
EDITOR

The Saints basketball team has just begun their season. 
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Horne Longest Serving Principal at Saints 

This school year, Mr. James Walter 
Horne became the longest serving princi-
pal of St. Augustine High School in history. 
Fr. Patrick Keene held the previous record, 
having served for thirteen years, from 
1962-1975.

“For the past couple of years, I’ve been 
aware that I’ve been creeping up to that 
record,” Mr. Horne said. “But that’s to be 
expected as I’m the first layman principal in 
Saints history. All the other principals were 
Augustinians under the vow of obedience 

who served wherever they were assigned. 
Their coming and going has allowed me to 
take up Fr. Keane’s mantle as longest serv-
ing principal.” 

Mr. Horne began his illustrious career 
as St. Augustine High School’s first lay 
principal on July 26, 2003.

Before his journey here began, Mr. 
Horne already had lots of educational ex-
perience, having spent twelve years at his 
alma mater, St. John Bosco: nine as a teach-
er, and three as a vice principal. 

At St. Augustine, Mr. Horne was very 
receptive to implementing bold, new ideas, 
a philosophy encouraged by the Augustin-

ians and faculty. He helped devise new 
programs, such as Mr. Isaak’s morning 
tutoring, a program greatly appreciated by 
all math students striving to get to that next 
level.

Along with the faculty, he breathed life 
into the dreams of new facilities, online 
classes, and new programs.

One of the most identifying features 
of life at St. Augustine, Intersession, was 
brought about thanks to his leadership.

“Jim's idea of developing Intersession 
was a disruptive idea in that it was a big 
step away from our normal routine,” Mr. 
Isaak said. “As a result, it took some con-

A Message 
for Christmas

The Augustinian encourages its readers to 
remember what the Christmas season truly 
brings, and that is, of course, Jesus Christ.

In this time, we, the editors, encourage 
all students to take a moment to breathe 
and remember to be excited not only for 
six weeks of vacation away from our usual 
school routine, but the coming of our Lord 
and Savior. 

The Editorial Staff, as well as Mr. Oz-
dowski and Sammie, wish a Merry Christ-
mas and a Happy New Year to all families.

December evokes a variety of emotions 
from students at Saint Augustine. While 
some may already look forward to Christ-
mas vacation and the month of Intersession, 
others grieve over the studying they must 
undergo for finals week. It is not uncommon 
to see Saintsmen stress over their grades 
and utilize final exam calculators to find out 
what they need on their exams.

Yes, there is no denying that the holiday 
season brings a dash of chaos into people's 
lives in the form of cramming for tests, but 
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vincing, but it is safe to say that seven years 
into it, Intersession is now viewed positive-
ly throughout the community in multiple 
ways.”

The responsibilities of a high princi-
pal are enormous, but Mr. Horne has also 
found it very rewarding.

“It is the best working environment I’ve 
had in my career… it has been over half of 
my career and I love it. It is a great place 
to work with great people, great students. 
Sometimes people ask me what is the big 
drawback—it’s the hours. This is not a 40 
hour-a-week job, and sometimes very hard 
decisions have to made for the good of the 
school, the most difficult of which involve 
personnel issues.” 

Mr. Horne is driven, trying his hardest 
to improve and push St. Augustine forward. 
He said that he is in an interesting position 
in this construction phase because he can 
help build and design a school directly tai-
lored to the students’ needs. His work will 
directly impact the lives of students and 
faculty members for many years to come.

Although Mr. Horne is thoroughly de-
voted to his job as principal, his family 
comes first. Mr. Horne loves spending time 
with his wife, Cathy, and his three boys. In 
his free time he is off chasing after his three 
boys, going to soccer games and football 
matches on the weekends. Whenever he 
can, he also takes them out for outdoors 
activities such as beach camping or snow 
skiing.

 The Saints community thanks Mr. 
Horne for his many years of humble ser-
vice as he works tirelessly to help create 
an ever-improving Saints experience, en-
abling our school to accept boys and gradu-
ate men. 

Mr. Horne’s next milestone: surpassing 
Sr. Dolores’ 30-year reign (1981-2012) as 
principal at OLP.

By Sebastian Larson-Moreno 
('18)
STAFF WRITER

From the 
Editors

Mr. Horne has served as Saint Augustine's principal for 14 years, thereby surpassing Father Keene's previous record.
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Multimedia Reigns at Art Show
The biannual Saints Art Show 

was held on Friday, November 18th in 
Room 107 and featured many fine pieces 
by aspiring artists from both Saints and 
OLP. These framed works that were submit-
ted were accompanied by a live paint ses-
sion and musical performances by various 
Saints and OLP students. Students enjoyed 
refreshments while appreciating the artwork 
of their peers. The show also exhibited some 
artwork of teachers and staff, including that 
of Miss Bayer and Madame Allen.

Ms. Drummy has been spearheading the 
Art Show for three years along with the Art 
Club since she joined the Saints family. 

“Although a lot of the artwork is pro-
duced by the AP Studio Arts classes, the ma-
jority comes from the National Art Honors 
Society at OLP,” Ms. Drummy said. “We 
are [also] seeing a lot more staff involve-
ment.”

 Ms. Bayer, a longtime art lover, pro-
duced the most staff artwork. Students were 
amazed.

“In my free time, I love to paint and I 
always see patterns in my head. I had to do 
the painting of Saints twice, because I didn’t 
like the first one,” Ms. Bayer said. 

Her hard work paid off as the painting 
was a highly praised standout of the show. 

The show also featured a live art ses-
sion and a fashion table created by senior 
Gordon Lane. The live art session, which is 
relatively new in the show, involved three 
students finishing the paintings upon which 
they had previously worked. 

“The art show is wonderful, especially 
because art comes from the heart, and takes 
practice and dedication,” said junior Jose 
Specht, one of the “live” artists.

Jose was finishing his painting of a wolf 

Photo courtesy of Michelle Drummy

with a rose in its mouth, and shared how he 
came up with the idea.

“The wolf is a reflection of me, and the 
rose is my passion for life.” He also said, 
“Anyone can paint with time and practice. It 
does not take very long, as long as you have 
a passion.” 

At his table, Gordon Lane had three 
items on show designed by him: a jacket, 

a pair of pants, and a purse. When asked 
about his jacket titled “Melting Away,” 
Lane related his love of fashion to sculpture. 

“I take inspiration from anywhere. It’s 
really anything that pops into my head,” 
Gordon said. 

He explained that designing the clothing 
doesn’t take too long, but making it a reality 
does. The jacket took about 5 hours and the 

Students from both Saints and OLP enjoying the art show.

The jazz combo is a student-run 
group consisting of seven Saintsmen musi-
cians and their instructor, professional saxo-
phonist Ian Tordella. The combo includes 
seniors Diego Eros on tenor saxophone, 
Kyle Faulkner on Bari sax, Luis Sanchez 
on the keyboard, and Nikolas Vedder on the 
trumpet. The junior members include Mi-
chael Senoff on guitar and Carlo Sanchez 
on drums, accompanied by sophomore Se-
bastian Echegaray on Bass. 

These Saintsmen, led by Luis Sanchez, 
are the elite of the 32nd Street Jazz Band, 
and for that, each of them earned a place in 
the combo.

This ensemble differs from a regular, 
larger band mainly in size and instrumen-
tation. A jazz combo can vary in size, but 
rarely exceeds nine people. The usual com-
bo will have a rhythm section, consisting of 
a bass, piano, guitar, and drum kit. There is 
also usually one trumpet accompanied by 
one or two saxophonists. Big jazz bands 
have significantly more musicians on each 
instrument, as well as trombones and per-
cussive instruments included. 

Combos tend to include more aspects of 
improvisation than their larger counterpart. 
Expressing oneself is a big focus because 
there is more to jazz than just notes on a 
page. It is common for a combo chart to 
include a chord progression for the instru-
mentalist to follow in their unwritten solos. 

Contrary to what many believe, jazz 
combo is not a club, but a class. Like the 
other ensembles of the music program, 
there is an instructor, Mr. Ian Tordella, and 
students who rehearse together every week. 
The difference is that the combo is much 
more exclusive. A student doesn’t simply 
join; rather, the current members have to 

hold an audition for the newcomer. 
“To join, I had to be one of the best in 

the band,” Senior Diego Eros said. “It [my 
experience] started with shadowing Kyle, 
and later I became the lead tenor. It’s also 
crucial for a musician to know their scales 
on their instrument and have a basic under-
standing of music theory in order to join.”

The septet meets every Wednesday af-
ter school where they practice tunes, which 
they select, and work on improvisational 
studies. Gigs don’t follow a consistent 

schedule, because they play when an institu-
tion is looking for entertainment. Their most 
recent gig was at the “Walk to End Alzheim-
er’s.” Some gigs are paid, while others are 
done for community service. 

“My favorite gig, which we do every 
year, is Luis’s Aunt’s restaurant, The Oyster 
Bar. Some band guys usually come out to 
see us, and so do other Saintsmen, so it’s re-
ally cool,” Nikolas Vedder said. 

Members of the Saints community are 
encouraged to support the Jazz Combo at all 

Combo members Nikolas Vedder, Kyle Faulkner, and Luis Sanchez playing a tune.

Saints Jazz Gets New Combination

By Martin Szumski ('18)
STAFF WRITER

By Alejandro Eros ('19)
STAFF WRITER

pants took 7 hours.
As more and more art comes flooding in 

from all directions, it looks as if the art show 
has outgrown its home in room 107. With 
the addition of the new gym, the art show 
seems to have found a new home. The show 
hopes to make the most of the additional 
space by adding art from more students and 
hopefully, more teachers.

of their gigs.  
Members take their musical talents out-

side of school as well. Vedder plays trumpet 
with other talented youth from around San 
Diego in the International Academy of Jazz 
San Diego, and Sanchez plays percussion in 
the USD Honor Band. 

The Jazz Combo is looking for new tal-
ent because the four senior members will be 
graduating this year. They see great poten-
tial for future members and hope the best 
for the group in years to come.

Courtesy of Denise Vedder
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Saintsmen Hold First Day of the Dead
On November 2, a Dia de Los Muertos 

ceremony was held on campus for the first 
time in Saints history. Dia de Los Muertos, or 
Day of the Dead, is a Mexican holiday cel-
ebrated throughout many other Latin Ameri-
can countries such as Guatemala, Brazil, 
Peru, and Chile. 

In this celebration, it is customary to pre-
pare an altar for any family member or loved 
one that has passed away. Any favorite foods 
or personal belongings of the person being 
commemorated are set up on the altar, and 
a picture of the person is essential to the cer-
emony. 

Along with personal belongings, sugar 
skulls and other representations of death are 
displayed on the altar in a colorful and al-
most joyous manner. This tradition shows 
that death is neither thought of grimly nor is 
it feared. The altar, made by the students, was 
seen alongside student artwork outside room 
107. 

In addition to the altar, homes are usually 
cleaned to prepare for the ceremony. This is 
done because it is believed that the spirit of 
the person visits the home of those participat-
ing in the ritual after a long journey “on the 
other side.” 

It is not only a day that we pray for the 
souls of our loved ones, but also a day in 
which those who have passed away return to 
their homes to be with their family in spirit.

This Mexican tradition was brought to the 
Saints community in large part by seniors Vi-
cente Juarez and Kevin Lopez, who organized 
the prayer service as an assignment in Father 
Mark’s Spiritual Leadership class. It was held 
during lunch on Vasey Patio.

“With the diversity of Saints, I think it was 
a good thing to do this ceremony this year 

with everything going on in our country po-
litically,” Lopez said. “It is important to show 
the significance of different cultures and rep-
resent them here at Saints. I hope we will con-
tinue to do this ceremony for years to come, 
but it is a matter of someone taking up the 
responsibility to lead in doing this annually.”

Students who wanted to participate in this 
prayer service were asked to place pictures 
or personal belongings of the loved one they 

wished to celebrate upon the altar that was set 
up. 

“We asked students to bring pictures of 
their loved ones, so we could honor and re-
member them the entire month,” Juarez said. 
“This whole ceremony is a matter of remem-
bering those that have passed away and it is 
really important for the Saints community 
to have a remembrance of their own family 
members.”

Seniors Richard Babcock, Vincente Juarez, and Kevin Lopez leading the ceremony.
Saints Chaplain Fr. Kirk oversaw the ser-

vice and provided support to its organizers.
“It is important to note that this prayer 

service was student-created and student-pre-
sided. Something like celebrating the Day of 
the Dead is an opportunity for lay people to 
actively engage in leading an important litur-
gical celebration, which is why I hope that this 
is something that we continue to do,” Father 
Kirk said.

For a More Just World
This is the first in the series of 

the For a More Just World articles, wherein 
students or faculty can volunteer to write 
about greater service. 

Feast after feast after feast defines the 
time from Halloween until New Years. We 
gorge ourselves on candy, pig out on turkey, 
and get stuffed with Christmas cookies. Go-
ing up a belt loop size is worn as a badge of 
honor during these weeks. 

It is important to take a step back and 
think about the world around us and the 
injustice that accompanies food distribu-
tion in San Diego, across the nation, and 
around the world.  Although it is only the 
eighth largest city in the nation, San Diego’s 
homeless population is fourth nationwide.  

There are over 400,000 San Diegans 
experiencing food insecurity, which is 13% 
of the population. In San Diego, food prices 
are higher than the national average, chil-
dren in the city fail to receive 80 million 
meals annually, and many people don’t re-
alize what it means to be experiencing food 
insecurity.

To be food secure means that you can 
consistently access and purchase nutritious 
food easily. There are levels to being se-
cure, but once access to food is lost, once 
you cannot eat on a consistent basis, and 
once the food you can access is no longer 
nutritious, you become food insecure. Be-
ing food insecure does not mean you have 
lost any right to food or health, but it does 
mean that your right to food is not being 
protected. 

Around the world, food is seen as an es-
sential human right. The U.S. intervenes in 
other nations when there are food shortages 
or natural disasters, however our nation has 
a complicated relationship with seeing food 

as a human right.  Nowhere in the Constitu-
tion is food and health a protected right of 
citizens.  The United States has continually 
excluded itself from international treaties 
and declarations that identify food as a hu-
man right and resists both internal and ex-
ternal efforts to include the right to access 
healthy food into our pantheon of rights.

Since food rights have been kept out 
of our formal legislation, it is difficult for 
those in the nation struggling to access 
healthy food.  

Those who are living in food insecu-
rity must be taken care of through private 
institutions.  Father Joe’s Village does a 
great job with this, as do Catholic Chari-
ties. Catholic social teaching tells us that 

we must have a preferential option for the 
poor and vulnerable as well as support for 
the rights of workers, both of these stem-
ming from the dignity of the human person. 
Through supporting better wages and con-
ditions for workers and helping create and 
sustain programs that offer healthy food 
options to those in need, any Catholic can 
work for a more just world.  

If you are interested in writing for the 
For a More Just World series or are hoping 
to learn more about Social Justice please see 
Jon Heisler in the Campus Ministry Office. 

If you want to learn more about food in-
security check out feedingsandiego.org, the 
USDA’s website, the UN’s FAO, and the 
documentary A Place at the Table.

“Even so, it was not enough for 
God to send his Son to point out the way 
— he made his Son the way itself, so that 
we can go on our journey guided by him 
as he walks along his own way.”
                                            

St. Augustine 
- Commentary on Psalm 109

     Advent is a time of many things. It 
marks the beginning of a new liturgical 
year, and with the ‘new year’ an opportu-
nity for us to take stock and ask ourselves, 
and God, what we might need some help 
with, or what we might want to be doing 
differently in our lives. It is a time of 
traditional wreaths and candles, which 
we use to remind us that the birth of our 
Savior is drawing ever nearer. 
     It is a time of anticipation, a time to 
watch and wait and see what marvels the 
season will bring for us, our friends, and 
our family. All of these things help us to 
prepare ourselves in mind, body and spirit 
to follow the Son—the way itself—as he 
leads us on a mystical journey without 
beginning or end. 
     During this marvelous season I wish 
abundant blessings upon you all. May you 
find ways to express yourselves in acts 
of penitence, acts of worship, and acts of 
kindness. Shopping, presents, and parties 
might occupy much of our time…and are 
something well worth making time for. 
But let’s be mindful of taking the time to 
appreciate the more spiritual dimensions 
of the Season as we journey together 
toward the miracle of Christmas.

Chaplain's 
Corner

By  Abraham 
Franco-Hernandez ('19)
STAFF WRITER

By Jonathan Heisler 
AUGUSTINIAN CONTRIBUTOR By Fr. Kirk Davis, O.S.A.

COLUMNIST

Vladimir Bachynsky

How can students fight for food security?
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C3K Helps Raise Money for Orphans 
Recently, a student-led organiza-

tion known as C3K raised $850 for the Hogar-
Infantil orphanage through cooking-related 
projects. The group has also gone to the or-
phanage every month to present the topics of 
chemistry, nutrition, and life skills to the chil-
dren. 

C3K stands for “Cooking, Chemistry and 
Community for Kids,” and its mission is to 
teach others of the significance of community 
service through culinary projects. Senior Da-
vid Pack was inspired to create this organiza-
tion to combine his passions for science, food, 
and service. Even though C3K is not a Saints 
affiliated club, Pack welcomes all Saintsmen 
to participate in service trips. 

Pack said, “If you have a passion for food, 
science, and giving back to our community, 
please contact me. One of my goals is to show 
people that it is easy to create delicious meals 
using these foods that are usually wasted, and 
that by doing little things like this, they are 
combating and helping to defeat the major is-
sue of food wasting in our community.”  

Members do not only teach the orphans 
and raise money for them, but educate the low-
income families of Chula Vista as well. They 
do so by supporting the nutritional program at 
Mama Dee's Pantry of St. Rose of Lima Par-
ish. These families are allowed to pick up fresh 
produce for meals every week, but many of 
them are unfamiliar with how to utilize such 
produce. C3K has aided in teaching over 400 
families new recipes to follow with their week-
ly ingredients. 

Pack was inspired to apply his cooking 
skills to community service after participating 
in a charity cook-off last summer. The cook-off 
follows the same format as the television series 
Chopped, wherein the chefs must prepare a 
three-course meal (including an appetizer, en-

tree, and dessert) for judges. The “catch,” how-
ever, is that the chefs are limited to a specific 
set of ingredients, regardless of their oddity.

“Our four prestigious judges were Chula 
Vista Deputy Mayor Steve Meisen, Dr. Leticia 
Polanco, Father Lawrence Agi, and Chef Da-
vid Yee from Sushi on a Roll,” Pack said. “I 
won in both the savory and sweet category. I 
made seared sea scallops with a mango vinai-

grette arugula salad and beignets with home-
made vanilla ice cream and a fresh raspberry 
puree,  but the big winners were the 2 charities, 
raising $1,400 for Hogar Infantil and the Jose 
Montano Foundation.”

As a result of presenting C3K to the City 
Council of Chula Vista, Pack has been request-
ed to join the South Bay Hunger Relief Forum. 
David was also recognized by Senators Joel 

Members of C3K helped raise $850 for the orphanage. Photo courtesy of Campus Ministry

Tuesday, November 8 was a sus-
penseful day as millions of Americans were 
glued to their television sets awaiting election 
results. 

As voters cast their ballots here in San Di-
ego, twenty-three Saintsmen got to take the 
day off of school as they themselves headed to 
the polls to serve as election volunteers. While 
some Saintsmen worked right here at Saints in 
a makeshift polling station in Mr. Ozdowski’s 
room, others fanned out acrosss San Diego.

Junior Spencer Wilfahrt volunteered at his 
local polling station in Del Cerro as a touch 
screen inspector and clerk. He arrived at the 
polling station at 5:30 A.M. and worked a 
long day until 10:30 P.M. His responsibilities 
included collecting ballots and assisting the el-
derly and disabled with their voting. 

“The experience gave me a valuable in-
sight into the American electoral system, and 
I really appreciated meeting all the different 
kinds of people who came in to vote,” he said. 

Another Saintsmen, junior David Pfeifer, 
spent his day at the a polling station in the 
church hall for St. Didacus Parish in Normal 
Heights. Like Wilfahrt, David’s shift went from 
early morning until well into the night.

“I was glad to experience the American 
electoral system at work and do my part as 
people exercised their powerful right to vote,” 
Pfeifer said. 

Poll workers are usually paid around $100 
for their all-day services, depending on their 
role and how many languages they speak. 
However, our Saintmen forwent their wages 
and donated their earnings to the orphanage, 
raising an estimated $2,700 for Hogar Infantil. 
We applaud these students for their contribu-
tion to their country and community.

Closing the Door on Decision 2016

In my last piece, “Saintsmen De-
cide Who To Vote Against,” we explored 
the anger surrounding Decision 2016. On 
November 8th, however, all the polls and 
pundit speculation were kicked aside. The 
results were in, and for the fourth time in 
American history, the president-elect lost 
the popular vote. 

Like the rest of the nation, members of 
the Saints community were surprised by 
the results of 2016. While Trump support-
ers revelled in their new victory, wounded 
Clinton supporters were left to console 

Results from last issue's senior poll closely mirror election results of California.

themselves. Regardless of political align-
ment, The Augustinian encourages the 
students, faculty, and community to come 
together to unite as citizens, and set aside 
differences in order to work together. 

What is interesting to note, however, 
is the connection between Saints students 
and actual voters. Clinton cleanly walked 
away with California with 61.6% of the 
vote. Similar results were found in a recent 
survey of the senior class by The Augustin-
ian. 

The views of the senior class clearly 
mirror that of the state’s, confirm the popu-
lar vote, but challenge the Electoral Col-

lege. We appreciate everyone who voted, 
volunteered, and remained informed this 
election cycle. 

No matter who you supported in the 
general, the time to unify our divided na-
tion is here. In the great tradition of our 
democracy, a peaceful transition of power 
will come next month as President Obama 
steps down. 

Perhaps it was Hillary Clinton who said 
it best in her concession speech. 

“Donald Trump is going to be our pres-
ident. We owe him an open mind, and a 
chance to lead.”

Anderson and Marty Block for outstanding 
community service in founding his organiza-
tion C3K. 

“My experience with the orphanage has 
given me a positive outlook on my life. It has 
taught me that small acts of kindness can make 
a significant impact in people's’ lives. This ex-
perience sparked in me a desire to make ser-
vice a part of my life,” he said.

By Gian Ferrer ('17)
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

By Mitchell Stoddard ('18)
STAFF WRITER

By Trevor South ('17)
MANAGING EDITOR

Graph A: Senior Poll Graph B: California Results

Saintsmen Work
Election Polls
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Saints Special Offer! 
 

Mention this ad and receive 15% off 
your 1st Private Tutoring package 

OR receive 1 FREE month of 
membership with a minimum 

purchase of a 6-month enrollment.* 

(619) 281-6284 
 

* Only valid for new enrollments  

Mathnasium of Mission Gorge 
10330 Friars Rd., #109, San Diego, CA 92120 
(619) 281-6284 
www.mathnasium.com/missiongorge 
 
Mathnasium of Rancho San Diego 
3733 Avocado Blvd., La Mesa, CA 91941 
(619) 825-9780 
www.mathnasium.com/ranchosandiegowest 
 

     NEW 
LOCATION 
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Life at Saints

Student Activity Center Time Lapse

No Shave November 

➤ Drama
Continued from Page 1

November 1, 2016 December 5, 2016

“The sound and light guys were really 
helpful and worked well with Mr. Slev-
cove and the cast,” said sophomore Liam 
Brucker-Casey (Oscar). “The crew mem-
bers working backstage were also vital. 
From building the set to accommodating 
all of the actors with their props, they 
worked really hard and I think that was 
evident in the final performances.” 

In store for the drama department later 
this school year is Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolor Dreamcoat, a musical coming 
to theatre near you this spring. 

Auditions will be the first week of In-
tersession. The department hopes to ex-
pand its horizons by bringing in new ideas 
and additions to the play and set itself.  
The improv team, a branch of the depart-
ment that trains in the art of improvisation, 
will continue to meet on Fridays.

Although the curtains have been drawn, 
we can only imagine what Mr. Slevcove 
and his crew have up their sleeves. With 
his experience, talented performers, and 
a hard-working crew, he is determined to 
bring the drama department to the pinnacle 
of its potential.

➤ CIF Finalists
Continued from Page 1
season because it was my last time ever 
playing in high school. Making it to the 
CIF Championship with my teammates 
was very special,” Broussard said. “I 
couldn't have asked for a better team.” 

Win or lose, the Saints will always 
have a brotherhood, and no loss can ever 
take that away.

William Frank ('17)

No Shave November raised over     
$4,000 for the orphanage. 

By Carlos Escobosa ('17)

I'm gonna have 
to lose some weight 

after that one! I just don't 
wanna lose
anymore...

Nicholas Balkowski tries, but fails to grow respectable chops.Pedro Orso grows a quality beard.

November hates Dominic Ferrari's neck. Nikolas Vedder looking better.


